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New Member “Taste of”  
Missional Discovery 

Part 3 of 3 in the Membership Process 

Discussion Questions: 

 What was the original mission? 

 How did the organization drift away from its original purpose? 

 What factors, sentiments, or decisions led to the drift? 

 How might this story be instructive to the church? 

• God is a sending God, a missionary God who 

sends the church out as an instrument of God’s 

mission in the world. 

• The church is missionary in nature – all aspects of 

the Christian life are a part of the mission 

(mission is not just one optional program of the 

church). 

• The mission field is wherever God places us—our 

neighborhood, families, workplaces. 

• The church serves God’s mission (not the other 

way around) by discerning God’s movement in 

the world and joining it. 

• The church’s structures may need to flex to allow 

the church to join God in mission. 

• All members of the church—those who by grace 

through faith are in union with Jesus—are sent in 

mission to be witnesses to God’s kingdom in 

Christ. 

Missional Affirmations 

Drifting: A Short Story 

(Back to) the Basics of a “Missional” Church 

A. The Starting Point: MISSIO DEI 

• The word “missional” derives from the Latin phrase missio Dei, meaning “mission of God” 

• God’s mission is part of God’s nature as Trinity 

 

Mission is “understood as being derived from the very nature of God,” based on the classic Trinitarian doctrine 

of missio Dei as “God the Father sending the Son, and God the Father and the Son sending the Spirit expanded 

to include yet another ‘movement’: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit sending the church into the world.”  

        Darrell Guder, citing missiologist David Bosch 

 

B. Divine Missional Motion: SENDING 

• God the Father sends the Son 

• God the Father and the Son send the Holy Spirit 

• The Triune God – Father, Son, Holy Spirit - sends the church into the world 

 

C. Sent to Serve the Mission of the Triune God: THE CHURCH 

• Proclaiming the Kingdom of the Father 

• Sharing the Life of the Son 

• Bearing the Witness of the Spirit 
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Called and Sent in Love 

Foundational Biblical Words for a Church on God’s Mission 

 

GOSPEL… 
The Good News of God’s Mission of Love to the World 
God reaches out in love to the world in Jesus, bringing salvation through Jesus’ life, death, and 

resurrection.  Through Jesus the kingdom of God comes to the world, expanding the reach of 

salvation from God’s covenant people (Israel) to all people. 
 

Mark 1:14-15 

John 3:16 

2 Corinthians 5:17-19 

 

DISCIPLESHIP... 
Called into Community to Live in the Love of Jesus 
Jesus calls people into union with God through a loving/learning/serving relationship known as 

discipleship.  Disciples are connected into a community called the church (the body of Christ).  

In the church, disciples share in the love of Jesus, continue to grow closer to Jesus in spiritual 

maturity, and join Jesus’ work of inviting others into this same relationship. 

 

Matthew 28:18-20 

John 20:21-22 

 

WITNESS... 
Sent to Express the Love of Jesus in the World 
The Holy Spirit empowers disciples to share with the world the good news of God’s love in 

Jesus Christ.  This witness is one that uses words, speaking about Jesus and inviting people to 

follow him.  This witness also uses deeds, acting in ways that reflect and represent God’s love 

for people. 

 

Luke 24:46-49 

Acts 1:6-8 

 

Reflection: 

In relation to each one of the three key words (gospel, discipleship, witness), ask yourself the following 

questions: 

• How have you experienced this? 

• How have you expressed this in what you say or do? 

• How has the church assisted you (or how might the church assist you) in relation to this? 

• What life settings might this involve? 

• What does your favorite book of the Bible have to say about this? 
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Living with a Calling 

Changing Directions 

1. From Inward-focus to Outward-focus 

2. From “Far-Away-Mission-Field” to “We’re-In-the-Mission-Field” 

 Common Missional Destinations:  

• Home / Family 

• Neighborhood / Community 

• Workplace / School 

Jesus loves the world through those he has called … that means you! 
 

1. Live up to the calling … and into it! 
Ephesians 4:1 

...Lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called... 

 

2. Discern how Jesus has given you a gift to offer in his work of equipping and building up the church. 
Ephesians 4:11-13 

The gifts he (Christ) gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and 

teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity 

of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. 

 

3. Characteristics of Christ’s equipping gifts (Ephesians 4:7-12) 

• Expressions of his grace (v. 7) 

• For each person in the church (v. 7) 

• Associated with the Spirit’s empowerment at Pentecost (v. 8-9) 

• For the equipping of his people for works of service (v. 12) 

• Given with a goal in mind: the building up of the body of Christ (v. 12) 

 

4. More details about these gifts: 
 

• They are given by Jesus through the Holy Spirit. 

• They are given to people, who serve as “gifts” to others as they fulfill their role. 

• They are spiritual gifts with a special function of equipping the mission.   

• They are functional in nature; NOT offices of authority or special knowledge in the church. 

• All disciples have them insofar as they reflect the ministry of Jesus. 

• Jesus gives particular people an emphasis among the five that leads them to provide equipping for the church 

in that area. 

• They operate interdependently, needing one another for the full expression of equipping in the body of 

Christ. 

Assignment: 
• Discover your fivefold ministry profile by completing the “Revised Fivefold Ministries 

Inventory.”  Available at fivefoldsurvey.com 

• Print your online results page and bring it to the next class session. 

Discover Your Gifts! 

fivefoldsurvey.com
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Exploring Christ’s Equipping Gifts 

My Gift Profile >> fivefoldsurvey.com 

Gift Role Action Contribution 

Apostle Pioneer Catalyze! Apostles extend the gospel. They ensure that the faith is 

transmitted from one context to another and from one 

generation to the next. They are always thinking about the 

future, bridging barriers, establishing the church in new 

contexts, developing leaders, networking trans-locally. 

Prophet Proponent Contest! Prophets know God's will. They are particularly attuned to 

God and his truth for today. They bring correction and 

challenge the dominant assumptions we inherit from the 

culture. They insist that the community obey what God has 

commanded in terms of both personal morality and social 

ethics. They question the status quo. 

Evangelist Proclaimer Convey! Evangelists recruit. These infectious communicators of the 

gospel message recruit others to the cause. They call for a 

personal response to God's redemption in Christ, and also 

draw believers to engage the wider mission, growing the 

church.  

Pastor 

(Shepherd) 

Protector Care! Shepherds nurture and protect. Caregivers of the 

community, they focus on the protection and spiritual 

maturity of God's flock, nurturing a loving and spiritually-

mature network of relationships, making and developing 

disciples.  

Teacher Preparer Cultivate! Teachers understand and explain. Communicators of God's 

truth and wisdom, they help others remain biblically 

grounded to better discern God's will, guiding others 

toward wisdom, helping the community remain faithful to 

Christ's word, and constructing a transferable doctrine.  

 

By Christ’s gifting, I am an/a   ______________________ — ______________________ 
     Top scoring gift     2nd highest-scoring gift 
 

By role, in the church I am a  ______________________ — ______________________ 
     Role description, gift #1    Role description, gift #2  
 

By action, I’m called to _______________________ &  _________________________ 
     Action Word, gift #1   Action Word, gift #2 


